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presented by the American Helicopter Mu-
seum and Education Center. 

Every October more than 12,000 people 
gather at the Brandywine Airport in West 
Chester, Pennsylvania for Rotorfest, a week-
end festival devoted to promoting rotary flight 
mechanics. This year’s festival takes place on 
October 13th and 14th. 

This year’s All Helicopter Air Show features 
the U.S. Army Special Operations Command 
Parachute Demonstration Team, known as the 
Black Daggers. 

There are three shows a day featuring mili-
tary and civilian helicopters performing 
choreographed flight demonstrations. 

The American Helicopter Museum and Edu-
cation Center is committed to preserving the 
history of rotary flight mechanics. 

The museum is dedicated to educating the 
public with programs about the principles of 
flight, the innovators of aviation and to encour-
age future scientists and innovators. 

The museum features eight hands-on heli-
copters where visitors can test their flying 
skills. 

This year the museum features the only V– 
22 Osprey on exhibit in the world. New to the 
museum’s collection this year is a Boeing 
M360, an experimental, all composite heli-
copter that came close to breaking the world’s 
speed record. 

I am pleased to celebrate the eleventh year 
of this festival that is fun for all ages. I am 
thankful to the American Helicopter Museum 
and Education Center for their dedication to 
preserving the history and promoting the fu-
ture of rotary based flight. 

I ask that everyone to join me in com-
mending the American Helicopter Museum 
and Education Center for their commitment to 
educating and entertaining the public. 
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HONORING HARRIS SAUL 
NUSSBAUM 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Harris Nuss-
baum, who is being recognized as the first 
Our Children’s Hero honoree by the If Given 
a Chance Foundation during their first annual 
‘‘Chance Encounter’’ event. Mr. Nussbaum is 
being honored for his remarkable work and 
the positive contributions he has made in the 
lives of young people in the Napa Valley and 
beyond. 

If Given a Chance was founded in 1994 by 
a group of concerned Napa citizens who want-
ed to find ways to help address the myriad 
problems young people face. In 1995, they 
made their first awards to a diverse group of 
young adults who had overcome unusual chal-
lenges, including a young single mother, 
former gang members, and a young man with 
cerebral palsy. Now, If Given a Chance annu-
ally awards $150,000 in scholarships to young 
people from around the region. 

Mr. Nussbaum has been a positive and in-
fluential force in the lives of Napa’s children 
for many years. He has been a teacher, help-

ing students overcome the hurdles in their 
lives. He has founded or directed countless 
programs to support peer tutoring and commu-
nity service for young people. His work has 
enabled people of all ages in our community 
to take control of their lives, and to reach out 
and help others who may need support. 

Mr. Nussbaum has also been tireless in his 
work with a wide ranging group of organiza-
tions benefiting our community. I have been 
personally privileged to see the work he did as 
a founding member and president of Aldea, 
helping to provide for some of the area’s 
neediest children. As an advisor to the Cali-
fornia legislature on educational policy and 
community service programming, he has lent 
his expertise to our State’s policy makers. He 
has been of the greatest service to Napa 
County, serving on the Commissions on Chil-
dren, Youth and Families; Mental Health Serv-
ices Act Advisory Board; and the Opera 
House Board. 

Madam Speaker, at this time it is appro-
priate that we recognize Mr. Harris Nussbaum 
for his work on behalf of Napa County’s chil-
dren. He richly deserves recognition as Our 
Children’s Hero, and I know he will continue to 
support the superb services he has helped 
create for our children. 
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TRIBUTE TO GENERAL PETER 
PACE, CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT 
CHIEFS OF STAFF 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, today I 
want to recognize and pay tribute to a true pa-
triot and exceptional leader of our military, 
General Peter Pace, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, for his more than 40 years of 
dedicated service to the U.S. Armed Forces 
and to our country. 

General Pace was born in Brooklyn, NY, 
and grew up in Teaneck, NJ. A 1967 graduate 
of the U.S. Naval Academy, he holds a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Business Administration from 
The George Washington University and at-
tended Harvard University for the Senior Ex-
ecutives in National and International Security 
program. The General is also a graduate of 
the Infantry Officers’ Advanced Course at Fort 
Benning, Georgia; the Marine Corps Com-
mand and Staff College, in Quantico, Virginia; 
and the National War College, at Ft. McNair, 
Washington, DC. 

In 1968, upon completion of The Basic 
School, Quantico, Virginia, General Pace was 
assigned to the 2d Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st 
Marine Division in the Republic of Vietnam, 
serving first as a Rifle Platoon Leader and 
subsequently as Assistant Operations Officer. 
He joined his platoon, their third platoon lead-
er in as many weeks, during the battle for Hue 
City. He was decorated for valor during his 
tour in Vietnam, yet General Pace holds as 
one of his most valued treasures the photo of 
LCpl Guido Farinaro, the first Marine he lost in 
combat. The lance corporal’s forever young 
likeness is under the glass on General Pace’s 
desk, each day reminding him of the impact of 
his decisions as a military leader. Following 

Vietnam, he was assigned to Marine Barracks, 
Washington, DC, where he served as Security 
Detachment Commander, Camp David; White 
House Social Aide; and Platoon Leader, Spe-
cial Ceremonial Platoon. 

General Pace has held command at virtually 
every level, and served in overseas billets in 
Nam Phong, Thailand; Seoul, Korea; and 
Yokota, Japan. While serving as President, 
Marine Corps University, then Brigadier Gen-
eral Pace also served as Deputy Commander, 
Marine Forces, Somalia, from December 
1992–February 1993, and as the Deputy Com-
mander, Joint Task Force–Somalia from Octo-
ber 1993–March 1994. 

After an assignment as the Director for Op-
erations (J–3), on the Joint Staff in Wash-
ington, DC, then Lieutenant General Pace 
served as the Commander, U.S. Marine Corps 
Forces, Atlantic/Europe/South. He was pro-
moted to Generaleral and assumed duties as 
the Commander in Chief, United States South-
ern Command in September 2000. 

General Peter Pace was sworn in as the 
sixteenth Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
on September 30, 2005, giving him the distinc-
tion of being the first Marine to serve in this 
role. In this capacity, he served as the prin-
cipal military advisor to the President, the Sec-
retary of Defense, the National Security Coun-
cil, and the Homeland Security Council. Prior 
to becoming Chairman, General Pace served 
as the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff from October 2001 to August 2005, also 
earning him the distinction as the first Marine 
to have served in this capacity. 

General Pace and his wife, Lynne, have a 
son, Peter, a daughter, Tiffany Marie, and a 
daughter-in-law, Lynsey Olczak Pace. 

General Pace represented the U.S. Armed 
Forces with great distinction for the past 2 
years as its senior military officer and through-
out his more than four decades of service to 
our great Nation. He is a highly respected 
source of military counsel for our country’s 
leaders, always keeping at the forefront the 
best interests of our men and women in uni-
form. General Pace is known for his thoughtful 
manner, his sense of humor, and his integrity. 
One Pace trademark we have all come to 
value is his constant consideration of ‘‘PFC 
Pace’’ in all military-related discussion, thereby 
ensuring the President, the Secretary of De-
fense, the National Security Council, the 
Homeland Defense Council, and this body of 
Congress consider the impact of their deci-
sions on even the most junior members of our 
military. General Pace’s leadership signifi-
cantly contributed to the success of military 
operations in recent years and improved the 
security of the United States. 

General Pace took every opportunity to rec-
ognize the tremendous efforts of the 2.4 mil-
lion active, guard and reserve members of the 
Armed Forces, and he likewise recognized the 
invaluable dedication and sacrifices of the 
family members who sustain our all-recruited 
force. During his tenure as Chairman and Vice 
Chairman, General Pace traveled more than 
715,000 miles to meet with his counterparts 
around the world, and visit troops stationed 
overseas and across the United States. 

Madam Speaker, I know the Members of 
the House will join me in paying tribute to 
General Pace and in thanking him for his dedi-
cated leadership to our country. 
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